PLATE XXXV
THE GLORY OF AUGUSTUS

i, 2. SILVER CUP FROM THE TREASURE OF BOSCOREALE. Found
at Boscoreale near Pompeii. The cup, one side of which is reproduced in the
plate, may be called the Augustus-Tiberius cup. Augustus is here glorified by
Tiberius as the great military hero, the great restorer of the glory of the Roman
arms, and the foremost member of the divine family of the Julii. Along with him
appear the deified mother of Tiberius and Tiberius himself, as the emperor's most
faithful and most successful assistant, and as his sole heir. On one side of the
cup Augustus is seen seated on a setta curulis, holding a globe and a roll (as master
of the orbis terrarum and its law-giver). He looks towards a group of divinities
on his right: Venus Genetrix (with the features of Livia), who presents him
with a Victory, the Honos and the Virtus of the Roman people. On his left
Mars, the^ divine forefather of the Julii, leads a group of seven conquered peoples.
On the other side of the cup (not reproduced on the plate, see fig., above)
Augustus receives the submission of the Sygambri in the presence of their
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conqueror Tiberius. The cup is a striking witness to the efforts of Tiberius and
his successors to link themselves to the glorious memory of Augustus. - Another
cup of the same find (fig., below) shows the triumph of Tiberius after his victory
over the Sygambri and the great sacrifice before the temple of Jupiter on the
Capitol, ist cent. A. D. Collection of the Baron E. de Rothschild, Paris.

3. THE FAMOUS ' GEMMA AUGUSTEA', one of the pearls of ancient
glyptic art. In the first zone Augustus is represented seated on a subselhum
(symbol of his tribunician power) near the goddess Roma. Under their feet are
the weapons of conquered peoples. Near him on the grojmd is the eagle of
Jupiter and of Rome. Above in the sky is Capricorn, the lucky constellation
under which Augustus was born. He leans on a sceptre and holds in his right
hand the ' lituus'. The figure is half-naked. Augustus is not a mortal, he is a
hero. The Orbis Romanus, a personification of the civilized world, holds a crown
above his head. The Ocean and Terra Mater are seated behind him : the sea is
pacified, the earth produces her fruits and men (note the two boys) again. In
front of Augustus and Roma, Tiberius, laureate and with the sceptre, accompanied
by Victory, steps down from his triumphal chariot. Between him and Augustus
stands his helper in the difficult Pannonian war, the young Germanicus. The
victory of Tiberius is that over the Pannonians. In the lower panel Roman
soldiers are building a trophy, while Pannonian prisoners, men and women, are
sitting in despair under the trophy, or begging for mercy, or being dragged by
Roman soldiers. Time of Tiberius. Museum, Vienna,